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BED IFCATION: 


To the Rev. Mr. B A R R, 
Rector of Owmby. 


Rev. SIR, 


LL would it become one to enforce the moſt eſſential Dy- 
ty of Chriſtianity, that of Benevolence, the completion 
both of the Law and Goſpel, whoſe breaſt feels not the ſa- 
cred flame he wiſhes to excite, who is a ſtranger to the ex- 
alted pleaſures of expreſſing Gratitude. 

I might here © ſuch a Tale unfold,” as would extert the 
Bluſh of Modefty, while Truth would delightedly hear the 
Theme, But I forbear ; though I cannot deny myſelf the 
ſupremeſt Satisfaction of thus publickly acknowledging the 
many, great, and UNALIENABLE advantages I have derived 
from you. When | feel feweſt of the miſeries, which as 
man, I am dooined to bear, I am not a little flattered by the 


friendly Regard you have ſhewn for me from my tendereſt 


Years ; and my melancholy Hours are, and ever will be 
cheered by the Reflection, that in the general Doſertion of 
thoſe Summer Inſects — nominal Friends, you alone ſtrove 
to pour into my tortured Breaſt 
The healing Balm that gen'rous pity yields.” | 
Believe me, Sir, I thall ever retam the moſt grateful 
ſenſe of the various Obligations you have conferred upon 
me ; and ceaſeleſsly implore Heaven's choiceſt Bleſſings on 
you and your's. 


1 am, 


Your very obliged Servant, 


Raſen | 
1, May, 1778. Henry Hodgſon 
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An ADDRESS 


To the LINCOLNSHIRE CLERGY. 


Rev. S1xs ! 


F while the world is peſtered with political jar- 
rings, and the raging madneſs of party; while 


the moſt unchriſtian controverſies are carried on 


with heat, and productive of the moſt deadly ha- 
tred in thoſe breaſts which ought to glow with the 
warmeſt, the moſt unbounded benevolence and love 
of whatſoever bears the ſame image and ſimilitude 
of our Creator with ourſelves ; if, I ſay, in times 
like theſe, there be any room to indulge the hope 
that the till, ſmall voice of reaſon, of nature, and 


the moſt godlike affections ſhould be attended to, 


and its dictates duly revered, I would joyfully ſtep 
forth to aſſert their cauſe. And if the Almighty 
has given me the power, would exert it in behalf 
of thoſe whom it is your duty as diſpenſers of 


God's holy Word, as chriſtians, and even abſtract- 


edly as men, to protect. I would excite you to 
wipe the tear from the face of the orphan, and to 
make the widow's heart to ſing for joy. 

The arguments which might be urged to induce 
you to enter into a more liberal and general aſſoci- 
ation to relieve or preclude the wants, and all the 


attendant miſeries of the indigent widows and or- 


phans of our r fraternity, than any which is hither- 
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to eſtabliſned, are too numerous, cogent and obvi- 
ous to need a particular enumeration here. The 
attempt would bear an air of impertinence which 
might probably injure the cauſe I moſt ardently 
with to promote. I rejoice even in the poſlibility 
of ſucceſs ; for I truſt that good and ſalutary 
{ſchemes need oply be propoſcd, to be immediate- 
ly realized. 
Permit, then, one who, never having known the 
tender charities of huiband and father, can have 
no private ends to ſerve by this adurejs, to wiſh 
that ſome of you whole age, influence, knowledge 
of the world and the human heart, learning and a- 
bilities are much ſuperior to his, would undertake 
the cauſe, armed with benevolence and zeal, to 
perſevere until effects the moſt ſalutary were pro- 
duced by reſtoring a comfortable ſubſiſtence to 
thoſe who have loſt the means of it (and of ſuch 
there are not a few) with their fathers and huſ- 
bands. Couid ſuch an one be excited to ſuperſede 
my labours, I would joyfully retire into my ori- 
ginal and proper obſcurity ; and, were his endea- 
vours crowned with ſucceſs, would gladly enroll 
my name in the liſt of thoſe who would moſt re- 
vere his virtues. To ſuch an one it belongs to 
ſnatch the pitiable ſufferers — all of whom have 
known better, happier days — from want, and to 
{mooth their decline of life. | 

The cale of thoſe Clergymen who have little, or 
perhaps no real fortune to ſupport their widows 
and children, when they may be taken away from 
them, is big with the greateſt diſtreſs ; and, admit- 
ting them to be men of fine and delicate fee/ings, 
muſt embitter many of their moments, and make 
them go forrowing. For (I appeal to huſbands and 
parents in theſe circumſtances) what diſtreſs can 
be greater, or more ſenlibly elt, than that of a lov- 


ing, 
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ing, a beloved huſband, a parent fond of his oft- 
ſpring beyond all names of fondneſs, anticipating 
the hour when he ſhall be teken away from his 
wife and helpleſs babes, leaving them hopeleſs, 
joyleſs, diſtreſt—without the means of an caty ſub- 
ſiſtance, without friends to protect them from the 
inſults and buffetings of a cruel, unfeeling world, 
and to ward off the flings and arrows of outra- 
geous fortune”? 

On their own efforts in conjunction with thoſe 
of their brethren depends the removal of this diſ- 


treſs. Their circumitances and ſituations in life 


may perhaps inevitably fruſtrate their endeavours 
to provide againſt thoſe evils. Thence ariſes a 
claim upon the community. But miſerable, in- 
deed, mult they be, who can derive much, never 
an adequate relief from ſo barren a ſource. 

To provide for the wants of poiterity is doubtleſs- 
ly an exalted pitch of virtue, far beyond the reach 


of ſordid minds. I would flatter myſelf that men of 


your ſacred character have riſen to a greater height; 
That you can, and dare be virtuous without expect- 
ing or hoping to be rewarded in your pilgrimage 


through this world; That you can patiently wait 


for it in the glory that ſhall be revealed at the re- 
ſurrection of the ſons of the juſt. The Almighty, 
indeed ſeems almoſt to have implanted the ſeeds of 


ſoft compaſſion in our breaſts, and endowed us with 


an irreſiſtable impulle of compaſlion ; rendering 


the BEST part of our ſpecies ſubſervient to his 


gracious deſigns of promoting univerſal happineſs. 
He thus conſtitutes the feeling breaſt a kind of ſub- 
altern providence. It is impoſſible that theſe men 


ſhould behold human miſeries without exerting their 


powers to remove the caule of ſorrow, to {till the. 
throbbings of the afflicted heart, and to wipe a- 


way the flowing tear. 
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(®) 
Thus hath our beneficent Creator provided for 
the relief of the wretched. And from perfecting 
this benevolent diſpoſition mult ſpring the greateſt 
happineſs that is compatible with an imperfect 
ſtate; for the ſupremeſt felicity not only of the pre- 
ſent, but alto of the future world, ce nſiſts in the 
imitation of God ; that is, in exerting all our fa- 
culties to enlarge the ſum of human happineſs, and 
to diminiſh the evils which are the attendants on 
mortality. After all our our exertions, thouſands - 
will be left to ſuffer, becauſe only Omnipotence 
can entirely alter the human condition. Let us 
then as we prize private happineſs earneſtly ſtrive 
to render all our fellow creatures happy. | 
Lincolnſhire contains about 600 pariſhes, whence 
I conclude that our number can ſcarcely be leſs 
than 200. The widows of our predeceſſors who 
are left in deſtitute, forlorn circumſtances are pro- 
bably as many. At the tribunal of truth I ſhall be 
acquitted or as e if 1 *pply the Lines of 

the poet to ſome of them. 
She, wretched matron, forc'd, in age, for bread, 
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nt To ſtrip the brook with mantling creſſes ſpread, 
1 To pick her wintry faggots from the thorn, 
| 1 1 leck her nightly ſhed, and weep till morn. 
i | Goldſmith. 
= The orphans of the late clergy of this county 


| who were left to experience ſimilar diſtreſſes are | 

perhaps twice that number. They were early bes- 
| reft of a father's needful aſſiſtance; their caſe calls | 
[i loudly for relief, and if we have not entirely di- 
veſted ourſelves of the bowels of compaſſion they 
will not call in vain. 
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3 * Mrs 5 Relict of the Rev. Bulkley Crow, who was ſucceed- 
ed in the Rectory ot Spridlington by the late Chancellor Reynolds, is 
among other ſtill living proofs that this is not exaggeration. She i is 
maintained by that Pariſh. Their Son reſiding there is an inſtance of 
the truth of the next paragraph. 
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The diſtreſs of theſe widows will be much 


heightened by conſidering the happineſs from which 


they are fallen. And 1 would hope our deſire of 
relieving them and ſecuring others from the like 
calamities will alſo encreaſe proportionably. 

Their youth, when hardſhips, though rea], are 
ſcarcely felt, was generally crowned with at leaſt 
eaſy circumſtances. How deplorable is the re- 
verſe! Their age, of which the natural evils are 
ſcarcely tolerable, is loaded with the adſcititious 
preſſure of want and poverty. 
wretched exiſtance. 

The Clergy of a neighbouring | county have ſet 
us a noble example; let us not diſdain to follow it. 
They have already ſtretched forth a munificent 


hand to help the indigent widows and orphans 


of their fraternity. For that purpoſe have they 
raiſed large funds by generous, almoſt princely ſub- 
ſcriptions, and are become a body corporate, capa- 
ble of allowing comfortable ſubſiſtence to the 
deſtitute. 

While I acknowledge them to be worthy of the 
faireſt wreaths of praiſe, J do not mean to cenſure 
you for ſo long delaying to imitate ſo laudable an 
Exemplar. I am rather delighted to confeſs that 
ſomething ſimilar is done amongſt us. Thence 
ſprung, and thence were indulged, my hopes of ex- 
citing you to equal, if not e them in gene- 
roſity. 

Amongſt us, at preſent, contributions are not ſo 
generous that any conſiderable advantage ſhould 


_ accrue from them. Being too ſmall to raiſe a ſuf- 


ficient fund, were they accumulating at compound 


intereſt, together with the yearly increaſe of prin- 


cipal, for a whole century. I believe that it is cuf- 


: tomary ee the county to levy ſubſcriptions 
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at the Eaſter Viſitation. Few or none give more 
than a half guinea, Curates generally nothing. 

I have even known ſome narrow-hearted Vicars, 
rich in this world's goods, refuſe ſo ſmall a pit- 
tance—O Shame where is thy bluth ! O Charity 
Where ſhalt thou be found, when baniſhed from 
the boſoms of the propagators of that Goſpel, 
whole chief deſign was. to meliorate our diſpoſi- 
tions, to make us kind and compaſſionate as our 
heavenly father is kind and compaſſionate ! I ſpeak 
with tenderneſs; for to one of this ſtamp I acknow- 
ledge myſelf to be under conſiderable obligations; 
otherwiſe I ſhould think the moſt acrimonious ex- 
preſſions too lenient. 

From hence I think that ſcarcely more than 63 
pounds are thus yearly collected in the County, 
What efficacious relief can accrue to ſo many per- 
ſons from this pitiful ſum? The caſe certainly re- 
quires much larger and more munificent ſubſcrip- 
tions. One GENEROus effort would ſet them a- 
bove want. Are we men! are we chriſtians ! — 
Let us not defer the time of doing good to all. Let 
us by one exertion become the friends and benefac- 
tors of thoſe who have none to help them. Let us 
wipe away all tears from off their faces, knowing 
aſſuredly that thoſe “ who are rich in this world, 
and are ready to give, and glad to diſtribute, lay 
up in ſtore for themſelves a good foundation againſt 
the time to come, that they may attain eternal 
Jife,**-. 

 Kaſen, 
28 April, 1778. 


This Day is publiſhed, price 6d. 
T ETTERS to Mrs. HINDEROL ET by the Rev. H. 
414 HODGSON, B. A. 


. will he publiſhed, price 35. 6d. to nn 


F FUSION S of the HEART and FANCY, In Verſe 
and Proſe, by the Rev. H. HOD GS ON. 
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Aadenda to the Addreſs to the 


Clergy. 


T behoves the true practical philanthropiſt ne- 
ver to omit the opportunity of benefiting his 
fellow creatures, and by any means to relieve the 


wretched, to alleviate their diſtreſs ; for every 


action that originates from ſuch a caule muſt be 
virtuous, and pr oductive of the ſublimeſt ſelf-ſatis- 
faction. 

If, as ſome have ſuggeſted, there be no reaſon 
to hope that ſufficiently generous ſubſcriptions w 11 
ever be eſtabliſhed voluntarily—let me add a word 
or two to our preſent worthy prelates; to them it 
belongs in a particular manner to take the {ubject 


into their molt {erious conſideration -—A conſide- 


9 


ration which I would willingly expect ſhould be 
productive of the moſt ſalutary ends, by their be- 


ing unanimous in the cauſe of humanity and bene- 


volence. 
To you, then, ye worthy prelates ! doth it be- 
long to bring a bill into parliament, to effectuate 


a legal proviſion for the neceſſitous widows and 


orphans of the Clergy. In tuch a proceeding there 
is no room to expect an oppoſition in either houſe* 


Deign at leaſt to hear what I propoſe. It is brief- 


ly thus : That every Clergyman when inſtituted 
to a benefice of what kind ſoever worth fifty 
pounds per annum ſhall pay into your hands two 


guineas towards railing a fund, and that the ſaid 


benefice ſhall be charged with theyearly quit rent of 
a half guinea for the ſame purpoſe. Provided the 


beneſice be worth an hundred pounds per Ann. the 


preſen- 
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612) 
preſentee ſhall pay four guineas at the time of inſti- 
tution, and one guinea yearly. If the annual value 
of the benefice be one hundred and twenty-five 
pounds, he ſhall depoſite when inſtituted three 
guineas, and it ſhall be charged with the yearly 
deduction of one pound fix fhillings for the ſame 
very deſirable end ; and ſo on in proportion. 

That the real value of eccleſiaſtical benefices 
may be accurately aſcertained, Let it be enacted 
that the preſentee ſhall produce a certificate ſigned 
by at leaſt two re/pedable clergymen reſiding the 
neareſt to it purporting, 'That after due enquiry 
they believe the annual value of the rectory or vi- 
carage of **#* in the county of ** and dioceſe of 
* * * to be K* K pounds * ** ſhillings K* pence. 
That every clergyman ſhall alſo be obliged to pro- 
_ duce a ſimilar certificate of the value of his preſent 
preferment. That the truſtees ſhall be compelled 
by the act to allow at leaſt four per cent for the 
principal ; as one per cent will be a ſufficient ſti- 
pend after a few years. 

From ſuch a legal procedure I am perſuaded 
that infinitely great advantages would accrue than 
from muſic meetings, clubbs, &c. The obligation 
preſents itſelf in too ſtrong a point of view to 
need an enforcement. I quit the ſubject, offering 
up a devout and fervent prayer that it may tend to 
produce the deſired end. My deſign will ſecure 
me from the oblique attacks of cenſure. If it fail, 
I ſhall comfort myſelf with conſidering that man 


cannot command ſucceſs, it is ſufficient to deſerve 
it. 
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The Duty of univerſal Benevolence 
enforced. 


SERMON L1. 


Matt. vii. 12. 


Whatſoever ye would have men to do unto you, 
do 5 even ſo unto them, for this 1s the law and the 
prophets. 


UR Saviour having given us, in the two pre- 


ceeding chapters, a ſummary of the duties 


required of us to inherit eternal life — Duties 
which even independent of this effect, deſerve to 


be carefully cultivated, becauſe they are produc- 


tive of glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth 


of peace and good will towards men, — in the 


words of the text gives a grand and comprehen- 
ſive idea of the whole. As if he had ſaid, Refuſe 
not your benevolent aſſiſtance to thoſe that require 
it. Examine the wants, miſeries and diſtreſſes of 
every ſtation in life. Suppoſe yourſelves to be 


thus needy, miſerable, diſtreſſed. Conſider how 


you would wiſh to be relieved by thoſe whole 


ſituations in life may enable them to extricate you. 
This is to know how ye would that all men ſhould 


behave unto you—Even ſo behave ye to them, 
and thus fulfil the moſt important duty, nay the 
ſum and ſubſtance of all religion. 
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It may be neceſſary to confirm this interpreta- 


tion of the text by obſerving, that the Jews 


divided the ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament into 
four parts, namely, The Law, the Greater Pro- 
phets, the Leſſer Prophets, the Holy, or Moral 
Writings. The firſt three contained thoſe which 
exhibit matters of faith, religion and ceremony; 
and by a figure of {ſpeech not uncommon in all 
languages, Jeſus uſes the expreſſion the law and 
_ the prophets for what they teach, that is, the ſum 
and ſubſtance of religious and moral duties. 

I proceed to enforce the obſervance of this our 
moſt eſſential duty to behave to all men in what 
ſituation or condition ſoever, with the ſame kind- 
neſs and benevolence which we wiſh to experience 
from them, were we in their circumſtances 

When we reflect on the various wants, and im- 
perfections of our nature, — when we obſerve that 


the life of the moſt fortunate of mankind is ſhort 


and full of miſery—Melancholy truths of which 
we muſt all be f fliciently convinced by ſad expe- 
rie ce !— We can no more doubt of the propriety 
of uniting in the bonds of civil ſociety,” which we 


wear as Chains of lcvelieſt ornament, than of our 


own exiſtence. And, if we conſider the ends for 
which ſociety was at firſt inſtituted, and for which 
it is continued—namely for mutual protection, and 
to procure advantages that could never be had in 
a ſtate of nature, we have a powerful argument 
highly pertinent to my preſent purpoſe. While 
our nature was bold, rough and cruel, not re- 
fined by the exquiſite ſenſe of right, nor acquaint- 
ed with the moral duties, the ſtrong poſſeſſed the 
faireſt lot of the creation. If his neighbour's 
dwelling had charms to captivate his fancy, he ex- 
pelled him from his native habitations ; thus deſti- 


tute, he was obliged to ſeize the abode of one 
who 
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n 
who was weaker, more defenceleſs than himſelf.“ 


They could not long be blinded to inconvenien- 
cies and fatal conſequents of thoſe inroads ; and 


for protection againſt the ſtrong and violent the 


weak reſigned part of their liberties to the craft 

and ſubtle, for in thoſe ages wiſdom had not 
found a place in the world. Thence aroſe the 
very different conditions of mankind. And from 
thence each order derives a powerful, an irreſiſt- 


able claim to the benevolence of the whole. 'Thus 


incorporated, antient Rome became the miſtreſs 
of nations—Her citizens felt the whole force of 
this claim ; and their exemplary benevolence, of- 
ten, if not always, diveſted of every regard to 
ſelf, demands our wonder, eſteem and imitation. 
We chriſtians have ſtronger incentives to the ex- 


erciſe of this duty, becauſe we ſee clearly what 


they had no certainty of, that the righteous ſhall 
be rewarded, and the wicked puniſhed in a future 


ſtate of exiſtence. Their great, good and wile 


men, when ſinking beneath the miſeries which as 


men they were doomed to bear, earneſtly wiſhed 


that it might be ſo; and invented ſeveral plauſible 
arguments to confirm their favourite opinion ; but 


they were only plauſible ; and the ſeverity of reaſon 


and reflexion generally deſtroyed the beautiful ſu- 
perſtructure. We are aſſured of it by revelation ; 
there is pointed out the means of attaining its 


bleſſings which infinitely exceed all we can deſire 


or expect. We are commanded to perfect virtue, 
by behaving to others with the ſame kind affections 
and ſublimated benevolence, which we wiſh them 
to exerciſe in our behalf. 

Long hath it been an eſtabliſhed maxim, a its 
foundation is in truth, that to be virtuous is to be 


happy 
* This ſeems to have ee nearly the caſe of the Gorhs. and other 
Northern Emigrants, who about the beginning of the V Century de 
luged all Europe, and ſubyerted the Weſtern Eempire. 
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13 
happy. Virtue conſiſts in an exact obſervance of 
the will of God, whether our knowledge of it be 
deduced from reaſon or revelation. By the media- 
tion of his Son Jeſus Chriſt has he aſſured us, that 
benevolence, extended to every individual of our 
race, impels to the practice of, nay includes every 
religious and moral duty. Happineſs therefore is 
certainly deſigned by the beneficent Creator for 
man's portion in this world. The deſire of happineſs 
is the principle, if not the only incentive to action; 
for did we not promiſe ourſelves the higheſt ſatiſ- 
faction that a rationa! creature is capable of en- 
joying, why need we toil laborious days, and waſte 
our health in tedious nightly cares ? Were it not 
better to repole on the ſilken lap of indolence ? 
wiſer to liſten to the ſoft blandiſhments of pleaſure ? 
Have we our reaſon only to deafen us to the voice of 
hope; to convince us that when man ſeeketh for 


happineſs he purſueth a vain ſhadow ? Muſt the 


diſappointment of a// our longings for, and ardent 
pantings after felicity be added to the inevitable 
evils to which mortality is obnoxious ? The gene- 
rality, indeed, of human purſuits terminate in 
diſappointment. On the folly of our choice may 
be charged this failure, for the object of our 
wiſhes is at beſt empty and tranſient: ſuch are 
fame, wealth and honours ; and as theſe are too 
often attained by deviating from, perhaps acting 
in direct oppoſition to, ſome important duty, we 
cannot wonder to find that ey t are by no means 
connected with happineſs. 

Still farther to confirm the opinion that the ex- 
erciſe of the benevolent affections is productive of, 
or indeed, is itſelf our trueſt felicity, let us make 
an appeal to the generous feelings of the heart, 
uncorrupted by the baſer paſſions. Let us reflect 
on the time when we beheld miſery with a tearful 
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+» When we relieved TN felr ſenſations 
of 1 99 almoſt equal in degree to thoſe 


which our moſt exalted ideas of the happineſs 


of angels can ſuggeſt to us; Even when we have 
nothing to beſtow on the wretched, but un- 
availing pity, our ſelf-ſatisfaction is proportional 
to its ſource a heavenslike feeling. Did we ſuf- 
ficiently think of this, we ſhould need no other 
inducement to behave to all mankind with ſuch 
endcating kindneſs, as would forte evet the moſt 
ſavage and malevolent to aſſume virtues un- 
known to them in our behalf. Thus ſhould we 
be happy ourſelves, and ſcatter happineſs on all 
around us. 

From ſuch an appeal we ſhall find that we are 
naturally benevolent 3 that thoſe baleful paſſions; 
which bid us rejoice at the miſeries of creatures 
of like feelings with ourſelyes; are late acquired, 
and only diſturb our more mature years, Before 
our breaſts are deluged with paſſion and prejudice; 
we liſten delightedly to the recital of ſuch actions 
as are beneficial to any particular ſet of men, with 
whom we have no connections; of whom we know 
little more, than that they exiſt. By irreſiſtible 
impulſe are we lead to participate their felicity, 
as we partake of their nature. 

Why are we charmed with the hiſtory of thoſe 
few generous patriots; who; zealouſiy ſtedfaſt in 
bearing ill and doing good, preferred the welfare 


of their co- citizens betofec the own intereſts, even 


their lives, if benevolence be not more agreeable 


to our nature, than the affeRions which prompt 
us to take 


pleaſure in the evils cf our kind? 

The breaſt which is moſt etitirely ſwayed by the 
kind affections is impregnable to the attacks of 
anger, and its dreadful train. The benevolent 
man views all his — 6a ae love ſimilar 
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Nai 
to that of the parent for a beloved ehild ; -and, 
conſequently, the happineſs of each individual 
augments his own, while all their afflictions diſtreſs 
WW - bim. He is benign; he cherifhes no other am- 
1.3 * bitious thoughts, than the god-like ones of dorng 
| good; he is not oftentatious, nor inflated- with in- 
11 ſolence. Conſcious of the excellence and dignity | 
of human nature, he is apt to behold every fail- 
ing with a generous candour. He praiſes virtue 
His whole lite-exhibits it in the faireſt—its native 
dreſs. He pities and uſes his every effort to re- 
; call the thoughlefs wanderers from their duty to 
- the ſtate their folly forfeited, to righteouſneſs and |: 
its bleſſed effects, peace and aſſur ance for evermore. 
Phus is he certified of God's favour and ac- | 
- ceptance, he therefore exultingly anticipates the | 
: men when his ſpirit ſhall return to God who gave | 
it; knowing that- this virtue ſurvives even death. | 
10 forms the moſt exalted part of the happinefs, 
which the ſouls of good men made perfect ſhall 
enjoy in the regions of eternity. Then hope is 
loſt in the fullneſs of poſſeſſion ;F The firmett 
- reliance upon God in certainty. But benevelence | 
is the eternal bond which ſhall bind the ercature | 
to his creator, and to the ſaints who have been 
ſince the world began, 
Was the preſent life the whole of our menge, 
including the ſum of our hopes and fears, it would 
be no leſs neceſſary that we ſhould behave to others 
as wWe would have them behave to us, becauſe 
happineſs is the only object of our deſires. It 
- would behove us to felicitate this little dawn of 
life, no leſs for the ſake of others than onr own, 
and to perfect the benevolent affections . the 
ouls ; 
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ul; for 1 ſhews, that the hone 
ternal ſatisfaction owes its origin to thele affecy 


ions. The obligation, therefore, ill remains 
the ſame independent of the knowledge of a fu- 


ture ſtate; But thanks be to thee; O merciful 
God! Thou haft given us the ſureſt ground of be- 
lief, that if we continue ſtedfaſt and immoveable 


in purſuing the rewards of holineſs, and always 

abound in works of mutual love (in which alone 
we can reſemble * our labours ſhall A 07 
be in vain. 

Further, it will not be denied, that to ſecure 
future happineſs ought to be the principle, I might 
fay only care of reaſonable beings. What bappi- 
neſs can be ſuperior to the favour of the Creator 
and Preſerver of all things both in heaven and 


earth? #*Divines and Philoſophers of all ages aud 
ſets have agreed in this at leaſt, that human pers 


fection eonſiſts in the entire conformity of our 


ſeveral faculties and powers with the will of God; 


The whole of his vill is, that we in every reſpect 


do to others what we would have them do to us; 


Benevolence, therefore, is the bigheſt ſummit of 


human happineſs and perfection. To indulge the 


oppoſite paſſions envy, hatred, malice and revenge, 


is to plunge. into the depth of GEPraviey and 


milery. 


In vain may it be objeQ-d, that moral philoſo- N 
phers have made ſelf love the ſpring of all our 
actions. Truth and experience were their guides. 
| They have affirmed, that to aygment our own 


private happineſs alone can have force ſufficient 
to excite us to execute our deſigns. At the {ame 


time When! we allow the juſtneſs of the propoſition, 
5 B 2 - — Be 
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( 20 ) 
we declare that it is no objection. A candid ex- 
amination will ſhew that ſelf-love by no means 
booles the obligation to univerſal and efficacious 
benevolence. Strength is added to it. What 
actions can be more worthy ſelf-Jove than thoſe 
which mcliorate the foul, which wipe the tears 
from the eyes of orphans, and make the widow's 
heart to {ing for joy? To ſecure the bleſſing of 
the wretchcd and miſerable by ſoothing their 
cares, reheving their diſtreſſes and endeavouring 
to render them happy, is worthy a rational being 
who only acts on ſelfiſh principles; theſe are his 
duty; and as the ſeeds of {oft compaſſion take 
deep root in the human heart, fo it muſt be his 
duty to cultivate. them till they overſhadow the 
— of his Creator's works. 

Some have urged that we cannot forbear re- 
zoicing at the calamities and misfortunes, which 
overtake our enemies, even though they be ſuch 
as make them go ſorrowing all their lives long. 
It is natural to confider them as private happineſs. 


To theſe a reply would be needleſs, for their 


ſpirit is totally different from the ſpirit of ehriſti- 
anity; their diſpoſition affords not the leaſt hope 
that they will ever be induced to acknowledge the 
force of the obligations of virtue. 1 will only 
ſuggeit to them that the ſenſations which ariſe 


trom contemplating on human evils are fo far 


from felicity, that they give an additional weight 
to their miſery. 
We paoifets a r power over our own 
affections. Ve may therefore deferve the good 
will of our fellow- creatures. We may ſubdue the 
the malignity of the. injurious by heaping acts of un- 


deſerved generoſity and benevolence upon his head. 


Thus ſnall we compel him to admire our mild for- 
bearance, this adrairation, by ers will heighten 


in- 


* 
into eſteem and love 3 hence he Will endeavour 
on all occaſions to promote our welfare. And the 


_ Ai\mighty will reward the forgiveneſs of a brother's 


treſpaſſes with pardoning our offences againſt him- 
felf; fr“ if we forgive one another, then will 
God pardon our fins; but if we forgive not one 
another, then will not God pardon our fins.”” 
A new commandment, {aid onr Lord Jeſus, 
do I give unto you, that ye love one another.” 
'This he makes the teſt by which men ſhould Lass 
them to be his diſciples. His own life exbhibited 
an amiable example of benevolence; nor wes the 


humane diſpoſition of his ſoul relaxcd in the an- 


ticipation, no, not even in midſt of his ſufferings. 
He entreated his weeping friends to {pare their 
tears for a more dreadful occaſion, the deſolation 


which then impended over their friends, their 


children, their country. He reſigned his breath 


in a devout and forgiving prayer for his perſe- 


cutors and murderers. ** Father forgive them for 
they know not what they do. —By the expreſs 


command of holy writ we are bound to imitate 


his example, to obey his precepts, and conſequent- 
ly to behave to others, as we wiſh them to behave 
to us: 

Have we been miſerable, . diſtreſt? 
Let us look out into the world, and relieve thoſe 
who groan beneath the afflictions which we have 
borne. Every one, even the loweſt of the ſons of 
men, may contribute towards rendering the whole 


ſpecies happy. Do we not daily encounter many 


pains and diſquietudes ? Let us exert our abilities 
to remove the like cauſes of uncaſineſs from our 
brethren. Are we not diſquieted with the attacks 
of hunger and thirſt ? fatigued with labour doth 


not our ſpirit ſink within us ? Happy are we, if 
we poſſeſs the means of relieving theſe our own 


B 3 wants; 
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wants; but happier, much more happy, if we 
can and do diſpenſe relief to our afflicted brethren, 


From the nature and deſign of civil ſociety, from 


the pleaſure which ſprings from acts of kindneſs 


5 benevolence, they have a claim to ſuch aſſiſt- 


nce, From our own feelings we muſt be con- 
vinced that we ſhould wiſh for the relief of thoſe, 
who are ablc to extricate us, and we are taught 
by the voice of nature and reaſon, whether we 


3 ourſelves abſtractedly as men, or as mem 


bers of ſocicty, that this is our duty. But when 

e conſider durſelves as Chriſtians, we are bound 
ue the expreſs command of Jeſus Chriſt to do un- 
to all men even as we would have them do 
unto us. 
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Preached at Raſen 
On WEDNESDAY the 27 of DECEMBER, 1775. 


The Duty of univerſal Benevolence 
enforced. 
SERMON II. 
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1 Corinth. xiii. 1 I, 


three, but the greateſt of theſe is Charity. * 


 Grofſer want of judgment in him, who di- 
divided the New Teſtament into the modern 


chapters, is no where to be found, than in the in- 
ſtance before us. The words which immediately 
follow have ſo cloſe a connection witn the text, 
that I believe an apology for attempting to reſtore 


them to the ſenſe, the Apoſtle evidently deligred 


them to bear, will not be requiſite. I think they 
ought to be re-adjoined and read as a poſitive pre- 
cept, which will run thus. Now remain faith, 


hope and charity, theſe three, but the greateſt or 


Moſt excellent is charity — follow charity, 


To ſee the force and propriety of this connec- 


tion in the ſtrongeſt point of view, we need only 
conſider the whole chapter. From thence we thall 


be more fully led into the Apoſtle's meaning; and 


 Aiſcover that is rather an affection of the mind, 


than action, which he wiſheth to inculcate. That 


affection, indeed, is productive of the moſt virtu- 
ous and laudable deeds which man can perform 


If, 


—— — —_— -—t—— 
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. + I am aſtoniſhed that the very judicious aud accurate Critic, J. A. 
Rengelins hath not rejected the common divſion in this, as in many o- 


ther places and reftored-the text to the Apoſtle's meaning. Nor do I 
Wonger Neſs that Dr 


Now remain Faith, Hope and Charity * theſe 
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Dr. Harwood retains all the vulgar diviſions, His 
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If, ſays he, I poſſeſſed all the powerful, irreſiſt- 
able charms of eloquence, which ever flowed from 
the tongue of mortal, nay even of the meſſengers. 
of God, whole order in the immenſe ſcale of be- 
ings is highly ſuperior to that of man — if able to 
predict all future events — If I had all knowledge 
and ſcience, or ſo exalted reliance upon God as 
would enable me to remove mountains, or perform 
any cqually ſtupendous miracle, — or {o exquiſite 
feelings as to **weep and bleed at every tender tale 
of woe” —or did I give all my goods to relieve the 
diſtreſſes, to remove the wants of the poor Unfor- 
tunate,—yet excellent and amiable as theſe gifts of 
eternal Providence and this diſpoſition might be, if 
not accompanied with another completive virtue, 
namely, Charity, I ſhould fall very ſhort of the 
perfection required by the goſpel of Chriſt. _ 

Charity is patient in ſuffering. Perſecution's 
frightfulleſt form can never abate its ardour. It 
is impregnable to the attacks of envy, and every 
other baleful, peace-deſtroying paſſion. - It teaches 
men to conſider the deportment of all the human 
race in the moſt favourable, the friendlieſt light, 
and thus to deduce every action from the moſt 
praiſe-worthy motives. It patiently beareth with 
the imperfections of thoſe with whom its poſſeſſors 
| | ar 
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edition of the Greek Teſtament, and tke epiſtolical part of his Liberal 
Tranſlation, or conciſe paraphraſe of the New Telitament would have 
been ineſtimable if the text were printed according to Bengelius's 

plan, with the various lections of all the moft authoritative MSS, 
and the parallel places of Mill Wetſtein. &c. Buch an edition 
is much wanted, Pity it js that neither Bowyer nor Harwood 
have given it to the publick. Their learning and critical acumen 
would have enabled them to do. it with ſücceſs. If nothing of 
the kind be produced, when a few years more have matured my 


— 


judgment, I will undertake the laudable tale But am not without ä 


hopes that ſome one poſſeſſed of greater learning and abilities, whoſe 
ſituation in life is much more propltious to ſuch an undertaking than 

mine is ever likely to be, will be enduced to exert himſelf, and ef- 
fectually preclude the neceſſity of my attempt. 
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27 7 / 
are connected and 3 to conceal them. It re- 


joiceth in the ſucceſſes of the righteous 


Charity is gentle, benign; cqually ignorant of the 
tormenting ſenſations of pride, infoler: ce and 
wrathful emulations. 

Moſt, 1 might perhaps fay all, other Virtues 
deem to tend to ſome particular end; and with the 
attainment ceaſe to. exiſt. | I bus pr ophecy or the 


gift of knowing future events ſhall fail. The 


tongue which now charms the world with all the 
powers of eloquence, and manly reaſon ſhall be 
ſilenced in the grave. The moſt perfect and ex- 
tenſive knowledge, whether human or divine, thall 
yaniſh away, and leave no wreck behind; for all 
wiſdom is ſuited to the frailty and imperfection of 
mortal intellects. Our exiſtence in this world may 
be regarded as the Infancy of our rational faculties, 
which in the future ſtate ſhall be exalted to the 


ſummit of perfection. In that ſtate, alſo, reliance | 


upon God will be abſorbed in certainty; Hope in 


the poſſeſſion of the fulneſs of joy, and the plea- 
ſures which are the deſtined rewards of the Ions 


of the juſt; but charity ſhall {till remain the ſame. 
hence it evidently follows, that it is the moſt 
excellent of theſe three virtues. Let your chief- 
ſt care therefore, be to perfect charity. It follows 
hs the premiſes that it is in your power to poſ- 
ſeſs it here, and that the exercile of it forms ſo ex- 
alted a portion of the happineis of the fouls of the 


juſt made perfect. 
| b. In ſome caſes, though not in the e it mi icht 
e 


pertinently urged, That ſuch rhapſodies, as this 
chapter in its common ſtate, very frequently occur 
be Aſiatic writers; and that they are more likely 


o promote the cauſe of duty. than a cool train of 


arguments. They exhibit virtue in the lovlieſt 


its native colours, Cold and callous, indeed, muſt 


that 
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that breaſt be, which they warm not into aumira- 
tion, and the wiſh of being virtuous. | 
Such probably, is the frequent effect of this chap- 
ter; for what words can give charity more anima- 
ted, animating charms than thoſe of the apoſtle ?_ 
| After having ſpoke to the affect i ions * in the moſt 
inſinuating and captivating terms he addreſſes the 
underſtanding—tfollow charity. 
This was his ſcope and deſign. His energy re- 
ſembles the lightening; we cannot reſiſt its force, 
For to creatures ſituated like us charity (the un- 
limited love of ALL our kind — for the word 
which is here rendered Charity is generally tranſ- 
lated Love, tho? Bencvolence conveys a more ade- 
quate idea of its ſignification) independant of re- 
velation muſt be a deſireable virtue. Revelation 
indeed has enlarged its boundaries, and taught to 
nouriſh Benevolence, to ſubdue the grovelling ſelf- 


{th paſſions fo effectually, as to wiſh, nay ſtrenu- 


ouſly endeavour to argument the happineſs of all 
din; even though iuch a behaviour in ſeveral 


| reſpects, may be productive of temporary diſadvan- 


tages to ourſelves. This is the rule of life exhi- 
bited by our ſaviour, and conſequently is produc- 
tive of our greateſt final felicity, | 
Conſidering ourſelves as creatures of a day, a 
variety of powerful arguments obtrude Wente 
to prove, that it is not good for man to be alone. 
If infinity and perfection be the meaſure of the 
attributes of God, he cannot act in vain: for that 
would evince imperfection.— lle hath endowed us 
with ſeveral powers and faculties which if we 
were made to be alone, or if not deſigned: for ſo- 
ciety, would be uſeleſs that is, granted in vain. 
For 


— In thie chapter St. Paul ſdems to have inhaled the ſpirit of Pindar, 
expreſſing the dictates of the holy Spirit in the ſublime manner of the 
Tt.cban Gard, Such ſublimity of diction ſeldom occurs in the New 


Teſtament. 


— en 


efforts of their own can extricate them. 


( 29 ) : 


Forif deftined to rove; alone, to ſhun each other, 
what-would be the utility of reaſon? what plea- 
ſures which could {pring from ſpeech, a power 


perhaps more than the former, diſtinguiſhes us 
from the beaſts that. periſh ? 


Theſe with {ſeveral other human faculties and 


powers can only be exerted in ſociety. Therefore 
we cannot doubt but ſocial was the mode of exiſt- 


.ence for which God deſigned us. 
— In all our intercourles with our fellow crea- 
tures we are compelled to acknowledge that a be- 


haviour conſiſtent with the line of duty equally 
augments the happineſs of ourſelves, of our more 


immediate relatives and of the whole community. 


Thus our feelings ſeem to be powerful incentives 
to the practice of virtue. But they are not ſuffi- 
ciently ſtrong. The glorious effects which we 


might reaſonably expect from them is too often 
counteracted by the ſtorms of paſſion; their exqui- 


ſite delicacy deadened by the miſts of ſenſe. In 


the happy intervals when both ſvbſide, we wonder 
by what infatuation' they gained dominion over us. 
Wie determine to yield to them no more, but to 
purſue the paths of duty.with the moſt inflexible in- 


trepidity. Happy would it be, were the determi- 
nation permanent. But, in this reſpect, our righ- 
teouſneſs may be too juſtly aſſimilated to that of 
Ephraim, which “is as a cloud of the morning, 


and paſſeth away like the early dew.?” 


The world every where abounds with objects 


to exerciſe our compaſſion. Whereſoever we cab 
our eyes, we ſhall behold many of our fellow men 
groaning beneath a load of miſeries, which no pru- | 


dence could have prevented, and from which no 


Perhaps 
we may find a creature of like paſſions and ſenſibi- 
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("M9 
tity with ourſelves, ruined by a train of diſaſters=y 
perſecuted for having been unfortunate by wretch- 
es who make a mock of mercy and forgiveneſs. 


See him dragged from every tender charity which 


could ſolace his misfortunes from his heart-rent 
tpouſe from his weeping babes—weeping perhaps 


for bread, which his honeſt labours' can ſupply 


them with no longer. He is fhut up within the 
narrow bounds of a priſon. Murderers his com- 


panions. Denied the common gifts of heaven— 
the genial influence of the ſun—the wholeſome 
air—the uſe of his own limbs. Inſtead of thele, 


all the gloomy horrors of diſtreſs —Noxious damps 


ſeize upon him.—He is no leſs oppreſſed by exter- 
nal evils. —apprehenſion adds its every ſting — 
Heightens 4s forrows by repreſenting thoſe of his 
defenceleſs babes. 


Surely his ſorrowful ſighing will gratefully af- 


cend to the throne of the infinitely good and mer- 


ciful God, and be had in everlaſting memorial 2— 


gainſt nis perſecutors. 
For the honour of mankind would 1 hope, that 
ſorrows like theſe would have ſome effect upon the 


hardeſt heart; that only a very few, the moſt de- 
praved and infamous of the ſpecies, who have en- 


tirely eraſed the few remaining marks of infinite 
perfection from their ſouls, could ſuppreſs the ten- 
der throb of pity, or fortify themſelves againſt the 
inroads of compaſſion.— How dwelleth the love of 
God in ſuch an one? 

When we behold a ſcene of miſery like this, 
inverted by ſome benevolent interpoſition we are 


tranſported with joy, which by exceſs becomes al- 
molt painful. But, to the ſhame of mankind be it 


ſpoken! we ſeldom 8 er fo bright examples of | 
virtue, 


th. 


—_— CT. — 


£ The Author doth n not mean to . from the ſingular virtues 
of che Members of that unfortunate philanthropiſt, Dr. Dod d's Soeie- 


(31 
virtue, ſo finiſhed a tranſcript of perfection. 

The changes and chances of this mortal life 
which we have already experienced, will convinee 
us that flight and eaſily evertable is the ſtrongeſt 

pile of human ha ppineſs, that tho? at preſent Proſ- 

perity may ſhed its ſelecteſt influence upon us, 
and every thing apparently conſpire our welfare 
yet a few days may deſtroy all our expectations, 
blaſt our faireſt hopes, deprive us of every earthly 
comfort and {upport, and reduce the prince from 
the palace to the dunphill. Whence the Thinking 
perſon can never behold the miſeries of any indivi- 
dual with ſatisfaction. On the contrary theſe con- 
ſiderations will warm his breaſt with the love of 
all the human race, and impel him to benefit them. 
That „ſunſhine of the breaſt,” the appiauſes of a 
conſcience void of offence towards man will 
tothe each afflition that attacks the benevolent 
heart. 
The pleaſures which ſpring from benevolence 
are {uflicient to alleviate the many evils which 
mult fall to our ſhare in travelling thro” this vale 
of tears to that land where the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, and where the weary are at reſt. But 

even here they ceaſe not. Chriſtianity extends the 
proſpect to cternity. 

The criterion or rule by which we muſt judge 
of chriſtian perfection is the moſt perfect imita- 
tion of Jeſus, transfuſing into our own, every 

virtue and grace which adorned his character. 

Candour muſt acknowledge that theloveofman was 
invariablyhis incentive. This paſſion extorted the 
tear of anticipating ſympathy when he beheld the 
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ty for the relief of priſoners for ſmall debts. The Doctor's ſhining a- 
bilities, his long ard zezlons labours to felicitate the human condition, 
and to promote the eternal welfare of his fellow creatures, the re- 


membrance of his fate, culpable 2s he was, will ever extort a tear 
from the eye of Benevolence. 
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( 32 
city and the tenderly pathctic exelamatien, 0 chat 


thou even thou hadſt — the things that belong 


to thy peace ! What but this, could move him to 
endeavour the happineſs of mankind inceſſantly; 


- to reſtore the dead to their weeping friends and 
relations; to give fight to the blind hearing to 
the deaf ſpeech to the dumb — ſtrength to the 
lame and infirm new limbs to thoſe who had loſt 
their original ones? | 


Tranſcendently bright, indeed, is the pattern. 
And one would think that the contemplation of it 


ſhould not a little tend to impreſs our minds wth the 


love of mankind. **The *ſympathetic feeling of 
virtue“? alſo ſhould ſtrongly impel to perfect what 
fuch an example muſt happily have begun, and to 
expand the beneficient affedtions of the ſouls to 
a kind of infinity. 

What ſhall I do, ſaid the young man, to inherit 
eternallife? Jeſus repliednot intheſtrain of modern 


Fanaticks. He commanded him to love God with 
all his heart, with all his mind, and with all his 


ſtrength; and his neighbour as himfelf, More he 
adds not; but cloſes the conference with, THIS 
DO, AND THOU SHALT LIVE. 

The Apoſtle to the Hebrews, in conformity 
with the general tenour of our ſaviour's precepts; 
has declared, that to do good is a facrifice wel! 
pleafing to God. Thoſe actions only which bene 
fit our kind deſerve the name of good. They are 
moſt aſſuredly the immediate effect of that benevo- 
tence which moſt empaſſions the human Heart. 

Abundance of hiſtorical proofs might be exhibited 
that none but the benevolent man has ever been 


capable of any generons pitch of virtue. While 
the vices of the benficent ſeem t to be only the ef- 
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( 33 ) 
fects of imperfection. A ſudden ſtart from the 


line of duty, though like the elaſtic chord, they 
relt not until it is regained. 


By the Lord of Life, who loved us, and gave 
himſelf for us, we are commanded: to love, our 


enemies, to invoke the bleſſing of God upon thoſe 


who cruelly and deſpitefully uſe us. To be imita- 
tors of him, as he is of the God, whoſe very eſſence. 


is benevolence 8 

In ͤ a work which deſervedly is, and ever will be 
eſteemed amongſt the moſt aſtoniſhing efforts of hu- 
man genius, it is obſerved, that “the Thappineſs, 
ſurpaſſing all conception which is prepared for the 
Tighteous in heaven ſprings from the gratification 
of our benevolence.” The cultivation of it, 


therefore, during our journeyings thro” this world 


mult ſecure the greateit happineſs which is .ompa- 
tible with the imperfection of our nature. It will 
excite ſuch ſentiments as produce the very Perfec- 
tion of Virtue. And conſequently render us fit for 
the Regions where all is peace. and joy, and bene- 

volence eternal, Be 
Let us then, my brethern, while we have oppo- 
tunity do good unto all men; eſpecially let us en- 
deavour to relieve our milcrable, unfortunate bre- 
thren; thus Feaſting our bread upon many waters, 
| being 
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$ 3 Johv iv. 8. The Charity , Be. volence mentioned ir. y Text, 
Wy + Dr. es” 4 Obſet vatious on Man. . 

Vol. II. Page 433 

Eccleſ. xi. 1. I have given the Words of the common Tranflation, 
though judgement approveth them not; tor the Idea is entirely loſt in 
ahe Expreſſion. Probably it excites no rational idea in an European 
mind. I will haza d a conjecture, which perhaps may be original. 
The Text will bear another, mwre reaſonable Verſion, in the follows 
ing Words. Sow thy Seed in well-watered (fruitful) Grow:d, and at 
the appointed Seafon (Harveſt) thou ſhalt reap an infinite Increaſe, 
I may have ſtumbled upon the common Explicetion of Commentatorz. 
The are a race to who! I pay little regard (excepting Dr. Lightfoot 
and Biſhop Lowth's prelections on Hebrew Poetry—on the Old Teitae 


8 


75 


S 


3 


: 1 1 8 
2 
— Dern 


D 
ere 
* * 


3 — 


K. FS 


22 * = 85 22 -*% 
e 3 
* E 


44 * P 
r cs 2 


1 > 4 
| S's * 2 22 


8 * 46.4 
3 


ne 


28 


— 


4 - 
4 i - + 
— 

_ 


* 
Os a 
1 


—— — 
* £ 
6 * 
A. 5 . 


HT 


” = A wS_- 
\ SS N 
: 
— 4 
— 


6240 


being fully aſſured by the word of ETER NA L 
TRUTH, that at the appointed ſeaſon it ſhall 


4 return with infinite increaſe, | 
| 4 | ment Locke, &c, Benſon, Taylor, Pierce. Hallet, Sykes, Le Clerc's, 
179 Hammond and Chandler on the New. The former for their atten- 
T1 tion to the Jewiſh Cuſtoms, thelatter to the Law of Reaſon knowing 
| || that I muſt be judged not according to the talent delivered to them, 
1 but to that given to myſelf.— Au ounce of a perſon's own reaſon is 
14 worth a tun of any other's." 
" | 
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Tue Duty of univerſal Benevolence 


enforced. 
SERMON III, 


Preached at Roſen on Wedneſday the 10 June, 
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Job. v. 7. 
Man is born zo rrouble as the ſparks 55 32 


Ward. 


HEN we caſt our eyes upon this paſſage, ſo 

fond are we of our golden dreams of earth- 
ly happineſs, it is with difficulty that we allow its 
truth in theory; in practice never. For early do 
we acquire a pleaſing, deluding hope of ſeeing bet- 
ter, happier days, of which, groundleſs as it is, the 
wiſeſt, beſt of men can never entirely diveſt them- 
ſelves. Thence it happens that moſt behave as if 
they believed every diſtant ſcene of life ſtrewed 
with the roſebuds of delight. 

And yet the {lighteſt reflexion on every paſt ſtage - 
and period of our lives irreſiſtibly urges the me- 
lancholy truth, that all we can expect in travelling 

_ thro? this vale 'of forrow is to enjoy for a few mo- 
ments a brighter, a ſerener diſtant proſpect. But 
it {ſoon vanithes, and leaves us hopeleſs, joyleſs to 
wander thro' the mazes of life to that land whither 
all tend, and where all things but virtue are for- 
Totten, | 

To prove this we need only to review the life 
of man impartially. We muſt not take our no- 
tions, on the one hand, from the favourites of 
Fortune; nor on the other, from thoſe who have 
encountered her fierceſt frowns, and gone all their 
lives long ſorrowing. From either extream our 
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opinions will be 1 fallacious. For though pefs 
manent ha ines be the lot of none, few are they 
who have a1 ways been wretched. Indeed we thall 
no when ind reaton to contradict the aſſertion of 
Job, yet. wich 1cknowledge that generally the life 
of unis d quered by the returns of falicit) and 
11 iv, that happy circumſtances and calamitious 
events ſuececd each other like day and night. Pers 
H s painful experience will compel us to confeſs 
that the ſcale of miſery frequently preponderates. 

low can that Being, then, who placed man in 
Tuch a ſituation be beneficeut ? 

Exccedi giy difficult, if not altogether . 
explicable, is the queſtion, to the light of na- 
ture. To ſolve it rationally the tages of an- 
tiquity erected on weak foundations the doctrine 
of a future ſtate. "They adorned the hypot! eſis 


with every charm of eloquepce. While their 


addreſſes charmed the fancy, and were found-— 
ed on the moſt ardent wiſh of the whole ſpecies, 
they ſt le into the heart; and the belief b-came 
general. Their particular opinions concerning it 
were diſſonant; all very erroneons But the Gdoc- 
trine was not without the molt falutary influence 
on their lives and moral conduct. It powerfully 
excited them to »n arduovs pitch of ſeveral of the 
moſt admirable and amiable virtues. It animated 


them with the love of praiſe worthy ati ons—2ave 


them fortitude to ſurmount every obſtacle, to de- 
ſpile each danger nd difficulty which lay in the 
path of duty. And, though th voice of Nature 
pertuaded them that man is born to trouble as the 
ſparks fly upwards, taught them to EXPERT that 


they ſhould nt Loſe their reward. 


But it is not here my province to enter into a di- 


chnißtrien on the Heathen incentives to virtue I 
am to g.ve the out-lincs of a real picture of life 


wv iche 


0-3 


without reference to any particular ſtate or condi- 


tion. Such as is common to by far the greatei! part 
of every rank, whence the duty of relieving acct- 
ental calamities will ob\1oufly follow. It will ex- 


Hibit the doctrine of a future ſtate in the ſtrongeſt 


light; it will tend to wean our affections from this 
world, and fix them upon that where grief and 
trouble ſhall no more embitte our ex1iience. 

In childhe od, it is true, we fecl feweit of the 


thouſand direful ills which fleſh and fleſh is heir to, 


yet even then we find evident traces of the curſe 
pronounced againi: our firſt parents; that they 
ſhould eat their bread in forrow till they return to 
the duſt out of Which they were taken. 

Man, the laſt, nobleſt effort of God's viſble 
creation, cometh into the world in a more heIp- 
leis, deiiitute condition, than moſt of his fellow 
inhabitants of the earth, Bis faculties, and ail his 
boaſted powers proceed much fowlier, and by im- 


erceptable degrees to their laſt perfedion. If un- 


ſupported by a parent's kindly care, long would they 


crawl, like ſome humble plavt, upon the cartl, 
ſcarcely partaking of any but the very meanck be- 


neſits and privileges of animal (Siitence, Ihe 


earth, which bountifully aftords the means of {ub- 


ſiſtence to every other creature, füpplies nor their 


wants. Soon would they periſli end ſink back into 


their duft. 

But here we offer what might be, rn than 
what is. None are thus cxpoicd. But this ſtate 
of imbecility, which at lcalt is real, proves that 
man, ſurrounded with weaknefics and imperfec— 
tions, is born to trouble as the ſparks fly upwards. 

In this ſtate the parent's watculul eye and 
anxious attendance ere often vain. {hey cannot 
preſerve us from fatal dangers; from diſaſters, 
which, if we eſcape with life, render the whole 
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( 40 
of our lives valoful and 3 

Many, and very dangerous are the diſeaſes 
which furiouſly aſſail our infantine « onſtitutions, 
Scarcely could the vigour of manhood unhurt ſuſ- 
tain them. Unable to reſiſt their force the 
infant becomes death's ealy/ prey, and like the 
forward flower, which appears before the wintry 
ſtorms are paſt, but ſhews itſelf, and is thrivelled 
into nothing. But if the frame be ſo firmly com- 
paced as to repel theſe attacks, yet they prove 
the ieeds of future ones, which at laſt inevitably 
ſink us into the grave. | 

In proportion to our progreſs in life, evils and 
calamities increaſe upon us. 

In the next period our faculties approach to- 
wards maturity. They but more fully evince that 
few and fleeting are thoſe days which ſeem to 
ſnile upon us. Then ow: nature is open, gene— 
rous, {incere, ——Unconſcious of bad deſigns—apt 
to believe, becauſe void of guile and deceit, youth 
is the ealy prey of artful and deſigning villany, 
His love of the ſpecies not a little contributes to 
this end. Though he finds them the ſources of 
many inconveniencies andreal embarraſsments, he 
Is unwilling to change his good and frendly opini- 
dns of his fellow creatures, He is, indeed, com- 
pelied to acknowledge, that he has found a few 
worthleſs, deceitful individuals — his ſoul burns 
with indignation againſt them — He hopes their 
eharacter is uncommon He follows the impulſe 
of fancy and inclination in the choice of another 
whom he calls and eſteems his Friend. To him 
doth he expoſe his heart to his guidance he com- 
mits his conduct—and is again the dupe of fraud 
and ſubtlety, He feels all the galling ſtings oy 
falſehood. In the bitternets of his ſorrow he ex 
claims 


"Þ The flores of antiquity afford not a more elegantly pathetic piece 


( 41 ) 

claims, „Ft is not an open enemy that hath done 
me this diſhonour— for then I could have born it! 
——neither was it mine mine adverſary that did 
magnify himſelf againſt me = for then, peradven- 
ture, I could have hid myſelf from him. But it 
was even thou, my guide, my companion and my 
own familiar friend. We took ſweet counſel to- 
gether and walked in the houſe of God as friends.“ 

For a few days he hates, he ſcorns, and yet he 
loves his fellow creatures. Self love will not long 
permit him to hate his kind. The moſt unlimited 
benevolence reſumes her throne, and he rejoices 
in her {way. The torments of diſtruſt are known 
no more. In their ſtead, the pureſt tranquility fills 
his breaſt, and the wiſh of rendering mankind ha 
py, returns with its largeſt effect upon himſelf. 

Yet is he by no means excmpted from the gene- 
ral ſentence of trouble. The paſſions reign with 
ſtronger force. His opportunities of indulgence 
will probably be more frequent, his power, per- 
haps his inclination of reſtraining them weaker 


than in any other period of life. Their flows will 


be productive of the much real di{quietude to ag- 
grieve the moments when they ebb ; and not only 


theſe nearer ones, but their nene ſhall al{ſc be 


extended in <MiQive circumſtances to the time 


when they almoſt ceale to exiſt. If ſuch be the 


condition of youth, is he exempt from trouble ? 
I dwell not upon the very numerous accidental! 


evils which befal him here. They are obvious to 


every perſon: every age 1s equally obnoxious to 
them. 


When we conſider the deluſive hopes of happi- 
neſs which we fondly indulged, we cannot but 


give 


than the fil it fitteen verſes of the fifty -fiſth Pſalm. It is the language 


105 A and nature on wo detettion of 2 beloved ** Familiar 
lien 
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give our aſſent to the obſervation of the *poet, 
* Youth lies away like” the nnen of * a 
Dre am.“ 

Happineſs muſt be ſituated beyond the reach of 
time, change or accident, or it loſes its exiſtence. 
In the gaudy days of mirth, feſtivity and {prightli- 
neſs, therefore, man is born to trouble. 

if we change the ſcene a little, and behold him 
yet in the pride and glory of Ife, we ſhall find lit- 
tle realon of cxultation, for calamities 1.ill preſs 
upon him. His patiions, indeed, are generally 
more under the guidance of reaſon, and directed 
to proper objects; their limits circun{cribed, 
their impetuoſity little abated. His attachments 
to life are ſtronger, but they blunt not the ſenſe of 
his mileries. Often do they give them a keener 
edge. He appears as the head, the father of a fa- 
mily ; as ſuch, he mult ee for others. The ten- 
der charities, which are univerſaliy allowed to be 
the fruitfuleſt ſources of human happineſs, will 
fometimes conſpire to cloud his brow; and rend his 
heart with angviſh ; and t forrow, which origi- 
nates from the fancied ſpriig of our moſt exalted 
Joys, alt doubtleſsly torment us moſt exquiliteiy. 

But ſuppoſing that all his life long, he finds theſe 


charities invariably tend to give him the trueſt fa-— 


tisfaction that is compatible with imperfection, by 
the proper behaviour of thoſe with whom he is 
connected, yet wall he find abundant proof that 
$:the days of the years of his life have been few 
and full of evil.“ Ihis behaviour iu his relatives 
will chain his affections to this world. He will 
tremble at the thoughts of being ſnatched from 
them, while his «tance or counſels may be ne- 
ceſſary to their well being. This will be his trou- 

Sy ble, 


a 


— 


* Thoocritus, St. Paul quotes Aratus Acts 17. 28. and Epimenides 
in Titus 1. 12. 


43) 
ble, and it is by no means a ſlight one. 

Admitting the contrary ſuppoſition, — That the 
diiregard the ſill tmall accents of reaton and duty, 
and ruſh with impetuous career through the-mazes 
of paſſion and folly to the brink of deſtruction. 
Perhaps he ſees them precipitated down — unable 
to ſave or relieve them. Their follies, even their 
crimes, are forgotten—His heart bleeds for them. 
Fancy cannot give an adequate idea of his a2flic- 
tion. 

The colouring may probably be too high in this 
inſtance, to be invartably quit. Ruin and deſtruc- 
tion ale not always " e conicqunges of neglect of 
duty. Suppoſe them to ripay all his tender, heart- 


felt cares with {corn and difregard. Say ye, who! 


have experienced, How ef tharner than a fer- 
pents tooth it is to have a thanklets clald ?““ In 
this reſpect, therefore, man is ſuviciy born to all 
the energy of trouble. 
Others there are that will attack him from with- 
in, againſt which ſtrength and addreſs are of no a- 
vail. Ihe pains of complicated ciſcaſes may ſeize 
him. Strength is borne down, and after many 
painful ſtruggles ſeems to con{pire with the ene— 
my to bring down all his honours'to the duſt What 
is his life here, but vanity and trouble? Let EX 
perience determine. — 

He begins to find a ſtrik ing bene {ſs in the days 
of life, That cho! the ſcene is perpetually varied, 


it is only ſo varied 2s to hurry kim cn tlrough all | 


1 +a. + 


the changes of diſtreſs and milery. 
He (till cheriſhes the exveftation that 11 e joys of 


110 


to-morrow will more than compenlate for the diſ- | 


guietudces of to- day. Vo-morrow comes—but the 


promiſed felicity is {till to come. At length he 


feels 


3 


* . 


+ Shakeſpeare; 
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feels that ſickneſs of heart ſurpaſſing all deſcrip- 
tion, which, as the wiſe man affirms, ſprings from 
hope deferred. 
_ Happy, beyond all names of happineſs, is it for 
him, if from difcovering theſe illuſions, he can 
learn to moderate his wiſhes, and circumſcribe his 
deſires within the limits of reaſon and nature! 
This, aud this alone can deprive diſappeintments, 
and even the ſevereſt afflictions of their tormenting 
power, and enable him to bear them with a becom 
ing fortitude. 
Ik he eſcape the foes of life which attack the 
days of infancy, youth and manhood (tho? by far 
the greateſt part of mankind are unable to with- 
ſtand them) and arrrive at old age, he will find 
bundant reaſon to believe it a * perpetual diſcaſe; 
for then his & days will be but labour and ſorrow. 
the Þ years are come which afford him no 
pleaſure. To him the genial influence of the ſun, 
and the taint but compoſed luſtre of the moon are 
void of charms, The faculties of mind and body 
are haſtening to their original nothing. Though he 
be leſs able to bear them, cares and troubles croud 
faiter, and oppreſs him with additional force. 
The firmeſt parts of the body are damaged by age: 
and the. contequent relaxation of the nerves, ſo 
that they become incapable of the uſes for which | 
ey were originally deſigned. The fenſes fail. 
Ine eyes, deep ly funk in their ſockets, which al- | 
moſt deten vacant holes, Hall be: darkened. 
'Paire and appetite decay together. The ravithing 
{trains of harmony delight him no more; And, 
which 
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4 Pfalm 9 19. 

7 Ecco, 12. 1—9 explained by Dr, Mead! in Medica Sacra cap. 6. 
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which is {till worſe, by the decay of hearing he be- 
comes incapable of enjoyning the tweets of friendly 
coverſation. Thus the greateſt enjoyments of 
life are loſt, The touch, or feeling may be re- 
carded as a preſervative from many of the evils 
to which we are perpetually expoled. Of this al- 
ſo, time in a great meaſure bereaves us. A like 
fate awaites the {mell. The almond tree ſhalt flow- 
er and exhale it's ſweets in vain. Sleep is the 
ſweeteſt loother of our toils, the reſtorer of aur 
exhauſted ſtrength ; but the od man ſhall riſe up 
at the voice of the bird, that is, at the firſt crowing 
of the cock. His Sleep, therefore, is ſhort and in- 
terrupted, tho? his weakneſs requires longer re- 
pole. | 

The whole Body 18 afflicted. The courſe 
of the blood is intercepted; whence man is ſcized 


with difficulty of breathing, apoplexies or lethar- 


gies. The heart alſo, the principle and fountain 
of life, ſinks thro” want of its' uſual force, and the 


broken chariot falls into the pit.“ In a word the 


body returns to it's earth, and the {pirit to God 
who gave it, 

Theſe woes are too ſadly real. But even thoſe 
of imagination will extort a commiſerating tear 
from the eye of the benevolent. He cannot, there- 
fore, be guilty. of that wantonneſs of cruelty, the 
augmenting human miſeries by his improper con- 
duct, and irregular {allies of paſſion. 

His ſlighteſt obſervations will convince him that 
the troubles of each individual, in every period of 
life, are ſufficient to exerciſe all his patience and 
fortitude.— He will not, cannot keap up words a- 
gainſt the afflicted, knowing that bitter taunts are 
more ſeverely felt, than the ſharpeſt ſlings of afflic- 
tion—He will ſoothe them with his friendly coun- 
Tels, and pour, at leaſt, the healing balm of pity in- 
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( 45 ) 
to their wounds. He will feel for, and with them. 
And the ſufferers knowledge that his friends ſym- 
pathizes with him will ſufluſe a ſerene melancholy 
kind of tranquility thro? his ſoul. It will encreaſe 
with time, until ſorro Weis known no longer, 

Thus the benevolent enjoy a ſovereign power 
over the calamities of thoſe with whom they are 
counected. Their offices of love are not confined 
to any particular ict of beings, or orders of men 
Like the fun do they cheer and enliven the whole 
creation. And the joys which they diffuſe into o- 
thers Breaſts will return with tenfold tranſports 
into their own. 

Yet ſuch is the frailty of the human condition! 
— Theſe are by no means exempted from their 
ſhare of the better cup cf affliction, from experien- 
cing the greateſt Poe of the evils already enumera- 
ted. 

Surely, then, man at his beſt eſtate is altoge- 
ther vanity. He flouriſneth as a flower of the 
field, but as ſoon as the wind goeth over it, it is 
gone, and the place thereof ſhall know it no 


more.“ 
It is happily neceſſary, indeed, that we make a 


Tmall allowance for the few e moments of 


our lives. The reſt may generally be added to the 


account of trouble. 


To ſuch changes and calamitious viciſſitudes as 
theſe even the very beſt good men are obnoxious. 


To the rational and well inſtructed mind, there- 


fore, they point out an hereafter, and indicate an 
eternity of happinets reſerved for thoſe who are 
unwearied in well-doing, Otherwiſe we deprive 
God of his moit amiable and endearing attributes. 
We repreſent him in awful, dreadful terrors, not 
as the kind, merciful and benevolent parent of all 
the tribes and families of the car th, Thus we loſe 
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the only virtuous and laudable incentive to action 
hat of love, For not even he, who ſpoke the 


univerſe into exiſtence, could caule beings, conſti- 


tutedas we are, to love and ſerve him truly all the 
days of our | ves, unleis we had reaſon to bclieve 
him beneficent. And if benefticient—which every 
appearance in nature irrefragably proves —he mui 
reward thole who make his law the guide of their 
lives either in this or {ome future ſtate of exiſtence. 
That we have very littie reaſon to exult on the 
ſcore of felicity in this life hath already been fully 
proved. Whence it follows that the moſt perfeci- 
ly virtuous man muſt expect his reward beyond the 
grave. = 
If we are capable of bcing allured to our Duty it 
muſt be by this Belief, and frequently meditating 
on the divine attributes. By repreſenting God to 
ourſelves in ſuch manner as muſt excite our love 
of him, and aduiiration of his glorious perfections. 
Thus ſhall we, in imitation of him, be merciful, 
kind compaſionate. Knowing thai man is born to 
trouble as the ſparks fly upwards, we ſhall earneſt» 
ly and invariably endeavour to perfect our moral 
character, and to w:pe away all tears from off all 
faces, being aſſured that with what meature we 


mete unto others with the ſame it ſhall be meas» 


ſured unto us again. 
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There are ſome obyious Errors f the Preſs in the preceding Sheets, 
which the Author hopes the Reader will candidly correct. 

The publication ot his EFFUSIONS of the HEART and FANCY 
hath been retarded by ſome nnioreſuen occurences The Volume jg 
now in the Prefs and will ſhortly be ready for the Subſcribers, 

10 July 1778. | | 1 
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